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Ap vicEs for PEACE, Cc. With 
1118 of the Names of: ape who have ſubſeri⸗ 
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Some of their Brethren did, | the Pars offered 
them on Marel 3d, 17 18.9. 


5 N. DO N: D 
Jens Cixrx, at the. Bible and 
i, Crown in the Poultry near Cheapfide ; 
PCEMarrn#rws, at the Bible in Pater- 
noſter· Row; and R. Fon p, at the Angel 
in the Poultry. 1719. [Price 44 Þ. 8 
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0 Defig I8n in this 
Gee a fun and 
ks Aecbutis of all 
that lately pad, a- 
mongft the. Diſſenting 
Miniſters of the ſeveral 
Denominations, at Salttrs-Hall; nor do we 


intend i it, unleſs there ſhall be farther Oc- 


A 2 caſion. 
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* All 4 Ing IPO þ 12 to wh : 
ſome principal Matters in their rue md 
proper Light, which we have fond co b. 
greatly miſrepreſented and miſunder. 
ſtood. We deſire not to aggravate any 
thing. We would be very careful, not 
to do what may in the leaſt hurt the 
Character of any of our Brethren, who 
have ſeen fit to differ from us: And 
we hope, that potwithſtanding « our late 
Differences, They will ſtill preſerve the 
ſame Eſteem and Affection for Us, which 
We are reſolved to do for Them. : 
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E After ſeveral Meetings of the piöte⸗ 
ſtaut Diſſenting Miniſters of the Three 
| Denominations, in and about the City of 
London, the following Rules and Advices 


were finiſhed, and agreed to, at Salters- 


Hall; March 10, 1718-19, upon a Lp 
bene ſent to the whole . 
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TEST: LAT, 3 are Errors i 
10 1 Doctrine of that important 
Nature, as will not only 
u Gare but even oblige, 
a Chriſtian bg 4 40 — 
from the 15 Miniſters, that 


aintaig and.. ee thoſe kenden 
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2. That the People bare a x Right 
2 for themſelves, what thoſe Er. 
rors are, and when they are ſo taught | 
and. propagated, as will juſtify them ig 
withdrawing from ſuch their Miniſters. l 


However, we think it neceſſary, that 
the Right of thus judging and acting, be 
maintained and purſued, ene to the 
en NN wohler! 4 


TY 93 | 918 2 51 9 1.3% 

. That all Chriſtians, eſpecially Mini. 
fers of the Goſpel of Peace, : ſhould on the 
one hand carefully avoid giving any juſt 
Occaſion, of Offence; and on the other, 
avoid and diſcountenance all unreaſon- 
able Jealouſy- concerning the” Sentiments 
und Opinions of others, "particularly of 
Miniſters ; and all raſh” judging of the 
Chriſtianity and Sincerity of their Bre- 
thren; and promote to/thelr [Power mu: 
tual Forbearance and Brother! Love, as 
far as à juſt Contern for Trut and Holi- 
neſs will nad 
1811 1 N | II. 


is * 2): %. 
os : 


8 If either Miniſters, or other Chri- 
flians; ſhould be'charg'd wir not hold- 
ing the Chriſtian rah, or propagating 
Opinions inconſiſtent with it, we appre- 
bend, that no ſuch Accuſations ſhould be 

received by any; to whom Application : 
ſhall be made for Advice upon fuck Oc: 
caſions, unleſs the Accuſation be reduced 

to a Certainty, and two or more cretli- 
dle Perſons ſhall declare themſelves ready 
to fupport and juſtify it hen calPd to it: 
That by this means all private Inſinuati- 
ons tending to Scandal may be avoided, 
and Proceedings had in that open act 
fincere Way which the Gbſpel preſcribes. 


q III. That When * an Acculation 

is brought, the Perſon accuſeck he firſt 
privately admoniſhed, before the Matter 
come under the Examination of any Pub- 
lick Aſſembly, or he be allied. 6.4 ben, 
ook Defence *. | 1 97 209 * if 


C Thus * we mated: on o March 3d. Arid 
then thought fir to adjourn the further Confiderati- 
on of theſe Advices till the following Tueſday, _ 

10 9 


7 


9 87 » 

154111 ald 1983 I * _—_ 
. 11 afiec al; a.pyblick, Hrioa be , 
inſiſted on, we think, the, Proteſtant Prig; | 
ciple, that the Bible ig ti only and the pers 
fel: Rule. ꝙ Faith, abliges thoſe who | 
have the Caſe. befors, them, not to con 
demn any Man upon the Ng 
Humane Deciſions, on bægauſe be; conſents 
not to Humane Forms,,gr Bhraſes 2 Buy 
then only is He to be cegſumd. as not bolding 
the Faith — $0 Salfgtipn, When it ap- 
pears. that he contradits, gr reſuſes tg. 
on, 5 Plain and expreſs Declarations, of 
Holy Scripture, in what ane made ge- 
SG W —— e e. Mary 


ioth; Edefing A Summons to May i very? one 
of the. Brethren, hands wichdtawn from us; 
which was accorc dingly de e We did particularly, 
hope to have had Help 1 the IVth Article; 
and; to have rk a d. every. Sentence and 
Word in it, Some Changes ue our ſelves have | 
made fro from wh: what it was, both in ubſtance and Form; 
and, tho” it looks to us, as it naw ſtands, a very 
Chriſtian and reafonable Rule of Conduct, yer we 
were not ſo ſer upon having our own Way, bur we 
ſhould have readily received any ching that had been 
clear aud eqnyiacing,: in in have Changed: our 
oat ** Win Weick III: 29019 37. 
4201 | there 
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— * a : 1 - 
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thers folely revealed. And we truſt that = g 
Al wil frear the Servants of their com: Bf 
mon Lord, as they who 1225 the flbat f 1 
Detifion 1 his r ol mot” ” x 


V. We Farber adviſe, thats Cites 
chiſms and other Summaries of Choiſtis 
anity, and Expoſitions of Seripture by 
wiſe and learned, tho! fallible Men, ſhould 
de regarded as great Helps to udderffand 8 | 
the Mind of God in the Seriptures: And 
that all be allowed by Common Conſent, | 
to ſupport their own Senſe of Scripture 
upon proper Occaſions, with ſuch Rea- „ f 
ſons as appear to them convincing,” pros | 
vided it be with Sobriety//and Charity to 
thoſe who differ from them. We alſo 
defire to ſecure the Evidence atiſing from 
deriptute Conſequences 3 tho! no Man 
ſhould. be charged with holding thoſe 
Conſequences: of his Opinion, which, hg 
Fey 1 


” # F 


VI. T ton hers: any, eher Mikilters 


or other Chriſtians / think "themſelves 
B bound 


4 


(10% 


bound in Conſcience, to declare againſt 


ſuch a Senſe of Scripture, as the Body of 
that Chriſtian Society to which they be · 
long apprehend to be a Truth of great Im. 
portance, they ſhould, after the proper 
Methods have been ** for mutual Sa. 
tisfaction, rather quietly withdraw from 
it, and ſeek Communion, or Service, in 
ſome other Chriſtian Society, than di- 
ſturb the Peace of that Congregation: 
And that there be no cenſuring of the 
Perſon who withdraws, or of the og 
| _—_ that receives him. 


VII. That Miniſters, 100 People, bob 


8 to know, maintain, and pro- 


pagate the Truth in Love; inſiſting moſt 


on thoſe things wherein Chriſtians are 


generally agreed; more ſparingly, and 


with great Modeſty and Charity, on thoſe 
in which g90d'Þ Mea do, or e differ. 


VII. If any Miniſter or ts 
{ball differ as to the Expediency of theſe 
eee or ſhall _ apy other more 


babe a proper, 


WS ” yy n oat - « #® „ a a 


1 proper, we 75 


ſue theſe Advices. 


cn) 
we hope they will, as intending 
the ſame good End, ſtill preſerve Charity 


and Communion with thoſe Miniſters and 
Congregations that ſhall think fit to pur- 


To theſe Rules Roſe Advices we | have 


ſer our Hands. 


Joſh, Oldfield, D. D. Moderator, 5. . 


John Sheſſteld, 
John Billingſley, 
William Harris, 
Simon Brown , 
John Evans, 
John Hughes, 
Thomas Sleigh,” 
John Savage, 
Samuel Wright, 
Benjamin Groſvenor, 
John Ratcliff, 
Samuel Roſewell, 
Joſeph Fenking, 
Moſes Lowman, 
Joſeph Burroughs, 
John Ingram, 
Thomas Leaveſly, 
George Smyth, 
Lewis — 


105 
Samuel Baker, 
| Thomas Pethen, 


*R 


Feremiah Hunt, 


John Gale, D. P. 
Tac Kimber, © 
Clerk Oldfworth, _ 
Richard Rigby, NM. D. 
Thomas Herby, 
Edward Bearne, _ 
Samuel Chandler, 
Wiliam Sheffield, + 


| Nathaniel Hodges, + 
Robert Billio, 


Thomas Slater, 
James Read, 
Henry R ead, | 
William Hocſter, j jun. 
Richard Biſcoe, 
Joſeph Bennet, 
B 2 Benja. 


1 


Bonja. 8 L. L. D. 
Fo gſeph Batter, 
Ben. Andrews Atkinſon 
Gabriel Barker, .. % 
Nathaiiet Tardner, 
William Jacomb, 
Samuel Savage, 
Samuel Highmore, 
Robert Lamb, 

Amos Harrif , 
John Bradley, . 
Samuel Clark, «. 
Daniel Fw Ra” 
John Corniſh, . 5 
Thomas Newman, 
Quintus NA). 
alu Sherman, 


There A 


SS % 2& nr # 


ſenting with us in 


Jn — 
2 


-ITh omas 


Richard Parkes, 


Samuel Oldfield, 


— 
| Nathaniel Foxwell, _ 
John Conder, 
Thomas Simmons, 
David Fen 
Johr Eaton,” © 

Obadiah Hughes, 


| q Art har. $va/le 45 
Kichard. IJ. aaldeman, 


JE. Roſcoe, I 


James Richardſon, Y 
WY Matthew, Randal, 


William Buſh, - 


bl 9 3 Ti a, 


Catton. 


"hs © a 


re Fry of our Brethren ce cob. 


theſe Advices, who 


geſite we would ſignify ſo much to the 
World, tho they have not © here Cubſeri 


bee Hei NOR, | f 
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Il. The LETTER four 7 


the Advices to Ex ETER. 


London, March 17, 15115. 
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Geathmes, F athers and Brethrew, im] bog? 


| Honoured and Beloved in our Lord a 


= Av I NG b with cited 
= ES © Concern of the Diviſions 
. amongſt you, we take the 
Leave you have been 
+ pleaſed to give us, hum» 
F bly to preſent you with a few general 
' Advices, which we judge proper to uſe 
* our ſelves, and would recomment to 
# all, on ſuch Occaſions, ry 


We are farisfy'd, that dag! of this 
Nature are well known to you, and 
hope 


— ee. 4 — PI — - — % 
SPAN. DB : 5 — r 3” inet = 
- r boy .. = 
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( 14 ) 
s hope they will not be ill received, or 
unſucceſsful. We ſhall be glad to re. 
c ceive from vou, the valuable Improve- 
© ments we promiſe our ſelves you will 
* make upon chem, or any thing with Re- 
ference to them that you ſhall thiak fit 
© to.communicate,  ,,. 


We allow not our ſelves to form a 

c Judgment of your Affairs, upon fo diſtant 

and imperfect a View as Rumours and 

e Repreſentations, on either Hand or both, 

© can give us, whilſt the whole is not 

© before us: Lour Prudence and Good- 
© neſs aſſure us, that wem depend Lay 

* like om pew: norms ? [3 33 

S RII 10 F432 

We can our Ny the Kavices we 

© ſend you arethe Reſult of: ſerious Prayer, 

I Las ur as long add mature Delibera- 

They pave taken their Riſe from 

6 _ 2 View's, and aim at nothing but 

the common Good: We have fo cal- 

«culated them for Peace, as to ſecure 

uke together wich it; And for Sub- 

; * ſtance 


— 


„ 
« tance, they have the Approbation of a 


great Number of our principal Gentle- 
6 men and Cit EZens, E appears in a Paper ; 


« ſubſcrib'd by them, and laid before our 


* Committee of the Three Denomina- 


5 172 7 by O 


„tions. N e 
We add our earneſt Supplications, 
that God would accompany them with" 
© his Bleſſing to eſtabliſh Peace and Truth 
amongſt us: And freely declare, that 
| * we utterly diſown the Arian Doctrine, 
and ſincerely believe the Doctrine of 
© the Bleſſed Trinity, and the proper 
© Divinity ©'* of our- Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
which we. apprehend to be clearly re- 
* vealed in the Holy Scriptures; But 
are far from condemning any who ap- 


— 


VN. B. The human Words {Trinity and proper Di- 
vinity] in this Declaration of our Faith, are uſed 
only to notify the things we ſpeak of; and we do 
not preſume, in the Way of 115 to got into any 
particular Explications of thoſe things, eirher in our 
| own,-0r other Mens Words: But for that we refer 


to;rhe Holy Scriptures ; whence it may appear, that 


we take the Scripture · Account of thole things to be 
the beß and fitteſt we can uſe on ſuch h Occaſion. 


C- 5 
* „Pear 


0 90 Y 
4 © pear to be with us in the Main, tho 
© they ſhould chuſe not to declare them- 
ſelves in other CITI 
© or not in Ours. 19007 


6 May the Great _ Good 60D 

p; pour out of his Holy Spirit abundantly 

5 upon us all; and the Prayers of you 
« all be continually for us, that we may 

' © increaſe in Grace, and in the Know- 

e ledge of our Lord and Saviour.” We 

| © are FOES Ss. SF f 0 nine 40 


Wer Meine Eni and 3 
in our commun Lord, 


1. dune in ani thont Lon doi, 


oy LI S111 It. 


gn'd by Me jo their. Wages * 


"2nd ad their ö 


Jos. oer *aro, Moderato 
1 P. 8. [This Lat Be &wo a 
hom it may concern; and there- 
fore it is deſired, that it he com- 
"+ mwoicated to all ſuch; With the Ad 
* — 195 III. Res 


FESY 


. ; DE 


WL. Rea 80 NS ' for not Subſeri- 
g the PA PER offered at 
353 . the Third, 


45 e aA 


7 H E y 2 T W as 
50 | droad concerning this Martter, 
PETR and the Prejudices which we 
find ſome have endeavoured 
to fix in Peoples Minds againſt us, and 
the ill Uſe which the Enemies of our 
eommon Intereſt: are endeavouring to 
make of our not Subſcribing on the Oc- 
caſion mention'd, lay a Neceſſity upon 
us, to give the World the Reaſons of 
our Conduct; paar are as follow, 7 


ak We could not ſubſcribe the Paper of 
fred as,” becauſe our doing it then, would 
have been a manifeſt Breach of Order. 


The Caſe ſtood thus, 
0 Febraary 19, IM the Body of 


Pros 


/ ( 18 1) | 


Proteſtant Diſſenting Miniſters in, and & 
bout, London, were called together, to | 
conſider of a Paper, containing Advice, 
for promoting Peace, &c. Which Paper 
was recommended te them by | their 
Committie\ of Three Denominations 5 and 
thereupon, in a very numerous Aſſembh 
of Miniſters, it was voted and reſolved, 
to proceed in conſidering it Paragraph 
by Paragrap M; and. this without any Di- 
viſion, or any conſiderable Appearance oſ 
Hands to the contrary. On February 24, 
was a ſecona Meeting; at which Time 
the Names of all preſent were ſet down, 
and then called over one by one; each 
Denomination being to approve or diſap- 
prove of ſuch as were reputed to belong 
to them; and Exceptions were allow d to 
be made againſt any, whoſe Preſenee 
with us might be objected to. Aſtet 
this, Matters were debated for ſeveral 
Hours, and at laſt, a Queſtion was agreed 
to be put, for the Deciſion of which a 
Diviſion was found neceſſary; and then 
it was carried by the Majority, that 4 D. 


| claration concerning 1 1 fraud ; pot 
5 7 


6 


( 
be caſirred in hs, Paper of Advices. Butz 
notwithſtunding theſe Reſolutions, ſeve-: 
ral of our Brethren, at a Meeting on the 
| 3d of March, renewed a Debate, to the 
ſame Purpoſe with that, which before 
was agreed ſhould be ld aſide till we 
| had gone through the Advices; and would 
not acquieſce in the Determinations of a 
Miyjority, even in the Method of Ptdceeds 
ing. Inſtead of this, they withdrew from 
our Aſſembly, and went by. themſelves, to 
ſubſcribe their Names to. a certain Roli of 
Paper, wherein was contain'd (as we were 
told) the fi Article of the Church of Eng- 
land, and the 5th and 6th Wen in 0 
Aembly s Catechiſm. - © 
This Management, we could not but 
interpret, as having a direct Tendency to 
overthrow' the Great Rule neceſſary to be 
obſerved in all Societies and Aſſemblies, to 
prevent their being tumaltuary and infig- 
nificant : And to a Violation of this Rule 
we muſt impute whatever then happened 
that was diſorderly, We alſo look'd upon 
this as tending to prevent our future A, 


Fong | in a United Body of the Three De- 
C 2 uomina- 


8 (20) | 


| nominations ; ; Which yet we take to 4 
uſeful, for preſerving a mutual Frienaſbip 
among us, and ſometimes meceſſury for on” 
common Intereſt. went! 

We took it to be yet a further Aregals 
of Order, That, after our Brethrenſhew'd 
they were reſolved to act contrary to the 
former Agreement of the Majority, they 

would not ſo much as allow us the proper 
Oveſtion ſhould be put, Wh:ther we ſbouli 
proceed, or vot proceed ? before any ot her 
Matter was entered upon. 
Bur that which carried the Armagh 
of Order to ſuch an Height as to 
make an - unhappy Difference, was, 
| Their withdrawing and ſubſeribing as a. 
bovemention We xr. 
Our Brethren being thus ſeparated fi from 
| us, leaving the Moderator in the Chair, 
_ and us to act as we thought fit; 3 we then 
went on with our Advices according to 

Agreement,accounting ourſelyes properly 

The Body, and not thinking ourſelves at all 

concerned with what our Brethren were 

doings. out of VIE Time, and Order. 


— — EIS 
— — — 
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II. We could not fall in with the Sub- 
ſcription propos d, becauſe we obſerved 
that the inſiſing upon it at that Time, was, 
to delay our conſidering the Paper of Ad- 
vices before us, and if it might be, to ſet 
it wholly aſi⸗ ide. Some were ſo free as to 
make open Acknowledgment of this. And. 
this we thought a very good Reaſon why 
we. could not go about Subſcribing ; ſee- 
ing the Advices we were ſummon'd to 
conſider, did not (as we apprehended) de- 
| ſerve to be in ſuch a manner rejected, 
but were every Way worthy of the Con- 
ſideration of ſuch a Body of Chriſtian Di- 
vines, We were exceedingly pleaſed with 
the great and noble End propoſed ; wiz. 
A promoting Peace and Charit fy among Chriſti 
as ; without which, had we all Faith, oo 
the we could remove Mountains, (1 Cor. xiii. 
2,) we ſhould be nothing : And we thought 
the Paper before us, which we had heard 
read once and again, might be made very 

ſerviceable to anſwer the End it propoſed, \ 
and at the fame Time to * Trath 5 


and Holineſs. 
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II. Wa did not think fit to ſubſeribs, 
becauſe we thought »o ſufficient Reaſon 
were offered, for our ſubſcribing. © : . 
Ws were preſt to it, that we might M 
clear ourſelves from the Saſpicions of Th ; 
aniſm. But, as we knew no juſt Ground 
of Suſpicion, much leſs of any Charge 
againſt us, we thought it would ill be. 
come us ſo far to indulge an wnreaſondbl 
| Fealouſy, as to take a Step of this Nature 
for removing it; eſpecially ſince doing {0 
would have been inconſiſtent with oz: of 
the Advices which we thought neceſſary 
to be given, and which was founded up 
on an Apoſtolical Rule, And we ſee no 
End of ſuch Jealouſies: For, if we may 
be ſuſpected of Arianiſm without having 
taught any Thing like it, and tho we 
have taken all proper Occaſions to offet 
our Reaſons againſt it, and that not oi. 
ly from the Pulnit but ſome of us fron 
the Preſs ; We fay, if we muſt be ſuſped- 
ed, merely becauſewe would not ſubſcribe 
what our Brethren would have us; wh 
may we not be ſuſpected of Hypocrijy afte 
| 3 we 
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ue have done it? And then paſs in the 
Ver for Arians, and Cheats into the Bar- 
gain. We never. yet thought Jealonſy and 
Sa to be ſuch good-natured Things 
as to be ſatisfied with 2 few Good Words, 
Ir was alſo urged, That to ſubſcribe 
5 they would have us, would give the 
greater Weight to our Advices, in Caſe, we 
| ſhoutd ſend them to Exeter. On the con- 
traty we could not but think, that tho? 
they might be regarded by One Par, 
becauſe they would interpret what we 
did ſo as to juſtiſie their own Conduct; 
jet they could be taken by the other (ide 
in no other Senſe, but making ourſelves a 
Party ag4inff them, which we thought 
would no Way ſuit with Advices in- 
tended to make Peace, as well as to | ſe- 
cure Truth. And we had Ground to 
hope that our Advices would be receiv- 
ed by all impartial Men on Account of 
what was contain'd in them, as far as 
they. carried Reaſon and Evidence. aloag 
with them. 
Tukk E Was another Thing offered, 
W if we ſubſcribed it would prevent 
the 


(44) 
the ſpreading of Erroneous Opinions a ior oft: ; 
Thoſe whom our Names might be ſup. W 
poſed to Influence; whereas if we te. 
ſufed, They might be i in Danger from 2 
wrong Apprehenſion of our Sentiments. But 
we could not think ourſelves anſwerable 
for any Arguments drawn by other 
from groundleſs Suſpicidns concerning us; 
nor That thoſe Suſpicions were a juſt Rea: 
ſon for our coming into ſuch a Subſcrip- 
tion: We thought we had ſufficiently 
guarded againſt them in the Courſe of our 
publick Miniſtrations ; And we are ſtil 
fully perſuaded, that a Faith built upon 
our Authority is a vain Thing in eh, 
We think ourſelves obliged often to in- 
culcate this Principle upon our Hearers, 

That they ought not to form their 
Judgment in Matters neceſfary to Sal. 
vation, by. the private Sentiments of 
« their Miniſters any farther than they 
« are ſupported by the Word of Goa. x 
And we aſſure ourſelves that a tender 
and ſcrupulous Regard for the Word of 
God alone, will never be thought either 
dangerous, or inconvenient, to the Buy 
of -Proteſtant Diſſenters. IV. Ws | 


(8) 


. We aw 10 „ to PR That 
4 Declaration in other Words than thoſe af 
Scripture, - would ſerve the Cauſe of Peace 
and Truth; but rather be the Occaſion 


of greater C onfu ſiaus and Diſo orders : We 


4 found it always ſo in Hiſfory; And 


in Reaſon, the Words of Men appear to 


us more liable to different Interpretations, 
than the Words of Scripture: Since all 


| may fairly think themſelves more at Li. 


berty, to put their own Senſe upon Hu- 


mane Forms, than upon. the Words of the | 
Holy Ghoſt. And in this Caſe, what Aſ- 


ſurance could we haye that all who ſub- 
ſcribed meant preciſely the /ame Senſe, 


any more than if they had made a De- 


claration in | expreſs Words of Scripture ? 


V. Tux Subſcription inſiſted on, Was 
beyond even what the Legiſlature itſelf re- 


quires of us. For the Legiſlature has 


thought fit to require only our once ſub- 
ſcribing; and this being made a neceſſary 
Condition of exerciſing our Miniſtry, we 
ſhould be highly blameable to neglect 

| D that 
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that Work, by refuſing to comply with 8 
what 18 required of us, when. we can do 
it with a ſafe Conſcience : But we have 
always thought that ſuch Humane Deck. 
rations of Faith, were far from being eli. 
gible on their own Account ; ſince they 
tend to narrow the Fonndatiods: of Chri. 
ſtianity, and to reſtrain that Latitude of 


Expreſſion in which our great Legiſlata 
has ſeen fit to deliver his Will to us. 


VI. We aid not think fit, tocpay fc 
a new and unwafrantable Regard to the 
Catechiſm of the Aſſembly of Divines: It be- 
ing what they themſelves, have in Effet}, 
declared againſt ; and we fear, many pi 
ous Chriſtians will be leſs ready to make 
the proper Uſe of this Compendium, "I 
they ſee ſuch Colour given for it 
ſtanding in the Place of 1785 Mord ; 
God. 


VII. We take it to be an inverting the 
Great Rule of deciding C ontroverſi es amo 
Proteſtants: Making the Explications and 


Words of Men determine the Senſe of 
Serie 


5 (' 89.) 


Y Finite, inſtead of i making the Scriptures 

to determine how far the Mords of Men 
are to be regarded. We therefore, could 
not give our Hands to do that, Which 
in preſent Circumſtances, would be like 
to miſlead others to ſet up Humane Ex- 
plications for the Deciſue Rule of Faith. 
We then did, and do now judge it our 
Duty to remonſtrate againſt ſuch a Prece- 
dent, as opening a Way to (what we 
dread): the moſt fatal Breaches on G pet 
Liberty. 


VIII. Ino we would not charge our 
Brethien that requir'd our Subſcription, 
with. a Deſign which any of them do 
diſclaim, yet to us it appeared, and does 
ſtill appear to have the Nature of Inpoſi- 
n; which has been the. great Engine 
of Diviſion among Chriſtians from the 
Beginning, and has done unſpeakable 
Miſchief to the C ien Church. Own) 


. We thought it would be a Re- 
proach upon us, to do any Thing that 


kd 1 giving up our C 1 2 


(28) 
When others with ſo great Strength of = l 
ment are Py for f it. 


X We forefary the Subſcription ;nfi 
ed on would occaſion Reflections, and be- 
come a Mark of Diſtinction ſet on thoſe 
who ſhould not ſubſeribe: And we knew 
that ſeveral, who had the ſame Faith and 
Opinions concerning the Txinity, with 
ourſelves and our Brethren, yet could 
not be fatisfy'd to come into any Humane 
Explications. 73 


XI. WX could not but ink it weuld 
highly refle& on thoſe. among vurſelves, who 
had been known often to ene againſt 

every TRE of this Nature. uy 


XII. Ws obſerved the Entmice of the 
Proteſtant Diſſenters to be great Encours 
gers and Approvers of ſuch kind of Pro 
ceedings; and we have ſeen how many 
Ways they are ready to take Advantage 
ol our Brethrens Subſcription ſince. 


To add but one Thing more, We did 


not think it proper to ſubſcribe, be 
- . cauſe 


10 290 
cauſe if this Humour was once complied . 
with, we could not tell where it would 
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POSTSCRIPT, 


=== FE defies i it may be! more par; 
(Ws ticularly remarked, That in 
Our declining the Subſcription 
propos'd to Us, we appre- 
hend, We have taken 2 
more effetual Courſe to prevent the 
Growth of Errors concerning the Do- 
rin: of the Trinity, (Whether thoſe of 
Arrius, or any other,) then even Our Bre- 
thren who ſo earneſtly inſiſted on it. May 
not the Method they have taken, tempt 
Men to queſtion, Whether the Scriptures 
be ſo perfect 2 Rule of Faith, as Proteſtants 
have all along repreſented them to be? 
and to conclude there muſt be ſomething 
wanting in Scripture Argument and Evi- | 
dence, when We betake Ourſelves to Hu. 
mane Declarations, and dare not depend up- 
on Thoſe which are Unqueſtionably Di- 
vine? Will it not give great Advantage to 


the Tas Ba of the Scripture Doctrine, 
When 


N J 


when We: are obliged to deſend not only 
the Doctrine zr/eff, but the Humane Mord: 
made neceſſary to explain it? It cannot 
be but new Queſtions will be ſtarted, and 
New Points ariſe to be defended ; all | 
which would be Difficulties -needlefily 
brought upon Ourſelves, and create Diſ- 
putes among thoſe who embrace the 
Truth, and might join in ſupporting it. 
Wx would not treat the Laws of God 
with leſs Reſpect then is paid to Thoſe of 
Our Country. When any Form of Words 
is preſcribed by the Legiſlature as a Teſt 
of Declaration, no Men, or Number of 
Men, were ever allowed to put an Explz- _ 
cation of Their own or Others, either in- 
ſtead of thoſe Words, or together with 
them; nor do any preſume to do it. Can 
the Word: s of Humane Declarations be truſt- 
ed to anſwer the Purpoſes of Civil Go- 
vernment; and not thoſe of God to an- 
ſwer His? eſpecially where the Im port nce 
is ſo vaſtly diſproportionate? 
Wx cannot conſent to what, in our Ap- 
prehenſion, has ſuch a Tendency, eſpecially 


in — Circumſtances, to narrow the 
Chriſtian 


Chriſtian and Proteſtant Liberty of ch 
People; and to divert chem from attend | 
ing vo Pralfical Religion; In ſome Poing 
and ſome Caſes we may no doubt ſubmit 
to Legi Demunds,” when yet wei ought] 
no Means to countenance! it Where | f 
there is no Pyetance of Authority: But 
. If we will bind Ourſelves, to Hamm 
Deriſſons, in the deepeſt Points of Reve. | 
lation, as if They were abſolutely neceſfar 
to Communion; will not the natural Con. 
ſequence be, the leſſening of-Peoples'Re. | 
gards to the Wards of God and placing an 
undue Regard to the Words of - Mea. Nor 
ſhould Men be led into: carioas Enquirit | 
about thoſe Things, i in which even Superior 
Capicitiss loſe themſelves, and by which 
the Minds of People will be taken off 
from the plainer Truths and Duties of Re. 
| ligion. And what will Truth itſelf avail if it } 
be not improved into Haliusſæ; or if it 
be made Inſtrumental ta deſtroy or abate | 
that Charity which is the Rind ef e 
neſs and'the fahl op kar ag 
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